
 

 
 
 

Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities 

(SEND) 

 
 

Information for Families about Special 
Educational Needs at our school.   



What are special Educational Needs? 
Some children may find 
learning more difficult than 
others. They may have 
difficulties with:  
- Reading, writing and 

mathematics  
- Understanding and 

processing information  
- Communicating and 

expressing themselves  
- Managing their emotions  
- Making and maintaining 

friendships  
If your child has issues in one 
or more areas it could indicate a Special Educational Need.  
It is important to note that being behind peers academically does not 
mean your child has a Special Educational Need. School and external 
services will be able to investigate to see if there is a need 
preventing your child from fully accessing their learning and social 
opportunities.  
 
How are Special Educational Needs Identified? 
The first person to identify that your child has a Special Educational 
Need may be:  

- Yourself or other family member  
- The class teacher  
- A medical professional  

 
If your child presents with specific needs, it will be beneficial to 
have them identified in order for appropriate support to be put in 
place.  
School may refer to external professionals who we work closely with 
to help plan support and guide our practice in order to fully meet any 
identified needs. 



What can we do to help at St. Paul’s?  
Children learn and develop in different ways. Your child’s teachers 
know this and use a number of appropriate teaching styles as well 
as planning work at the correct levels to cater for your child’s 
individual need; this is called Quality First Teaching, all schools 
must provide this for all the children in their care.  
 
School follows Northumberland County Council’s Graduated 
approach of Plan, Do, Assess, Review.  

 
 
 
Class teachers work closely with the SENDCo, Support Staff and 
other Professionals to ensure that we meet the needs of learners 
with SEND, so that they can achieve their best possible outcomes.  
 
If your child is identified as having a Special Educational Need, you 
will be invited to termly reviews with the class teacher and SENDCo 
to discuss the provision that we are outing in place. Your feedback 
will be included in your child’s Pupil Passport. The Pupil Passport is 
the official document where your child’s strengths, areas of need 
and targets are documented.  



 
Partnership with Parents:  
At St. Paul’s we aim to work in 
partnership with parents. We know 
you are the expert on your child! We 
will work with you to make sure your 
child’s needs are met.  
 

We use class dojo 
and email (via the 
school office) to stay in touch with parents. If you 
have  a concern please don’t wait for a parents 
evening, get in touch.  

 
Who to speak to if you have concerns? 

• Speak to your child’s class teacher  
• Speak to the SENDCo 
• Speak to the Head Teacher  
• Email the school office and your concern will be forwarded to 

the right person – admin@stpaulsalnwick.co.uk  
• Get advice from Northumberland Information, Advice and 

Support Service. Here you will find information, advice and 
support for families with children with special educational 
needs and disabilities. 
Telephone: 01670 623555 
Email: iass@northumberland.gov.uk 
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